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FORD’S FARM

Red headed woodpeck. r with chunk of suet.

Feathered Folk of

Automobile Man’s Estate Near
Detroit for Food and Shelter

VERY morning last winter a
small auto wagon stopped before
acertain bakery In Detroit. Two
employvees brought out a deep

basket of the sort in which bread i=
carrled. There was a mouth watering
but very unbreadilke smell about the
basket, It was wedged into the auto
wagon beside a number of round grain
sacks, Then the vehicle moved away
from the curb and disappeared in the
distance,

If you had asked the two bakery em-
ployees about the basket they would
have told you it was filled with hot flap-
Jacks and stale doughnuts,

Questioned further, they would tell
you the consignment was addressed to
“Ford's birds.” Thus you would learn
one of the interesting things about the
bird farm established by Henry Ford,
owner of the largest automobile plant
in the world and still more talked about
through hls decision to share §10,000,000
of his profits among hils employvees,

It is a tale of sentiment out of the
practical life of a tall, glim, keen eyved
business man, He left his father's farm

when he was 16 years old. But now
that he is 50 and rich Mr, Ford has
gone back to the farm where he was

born, built a bungalow for himself and
made a little paradige for the birds,
Even In mldwinter, when the migra-
tion of Insectivorous birds has given
over the SBtate of Michigan to the blue-
Jays, screech owls and hawks, you can
find white breasted nuthatches, downy
woodpeckers and larks on the Ford
farm. Although the surrounding trees
were naked and the underbrush was
buried under the white formlessness of
snow this count was made one day last

month when the dally flapjacks were
belng hung at a bird feeding station
there:

Myrtle warblers, 100,

Song sparrows, 100,

Juncos, 150

White throated and white crowned
Eparrows, 40,

Tree sparrows, 100,

Goldfinches, 200,

Tt i= a moot questlon among ornitholo-
glsts as to whether insectivorous birds
can become  granivorous during the
winter, at whatever the "ologists may
finally decide Mr. Ford's bird Keepers

Michigan Flock to

will tell you that early In March there |
were known to be at least twenty-two
robins on the farm,

Of all the country estates of rich men
between Bar Harbor and 8an Diego
Henry Ford's farm is the oddest, It
lies ten miles southwest of Detroit at
the eastern edge of southern Mlichigan.
Long gone ages which only geologists
can tell you aboug deposited a rich
shell marl sediment in layvers like a
great pile of saucers under all of
southern Michigan. The top layer has
Leen eroded by glaciers into a rolling
plain punctured by thousands of ponds,

Geologlsts, pointing for proof to the
increasing stagnancy of Saginaw Bay,
will further tell you that eouthern
Michlgan i= rising at the rate of five
inches a century.,. Farmers who a
decade ago paid $125 an acre for land
which now costs from $150 to $200 will
algo tell you that land in southern
Michigan is rising. For each year these
farmers have had to contrive more in-
tensgive methods of cultivation until
there ia now no richer farming district
on the continent than the shell marl
subsoll of gouthern Michligan,

Standing timber, tangled with wild
grape vines and rising out of a thick
undergrowth  of  mulberries,  choke-
berries, sumac and blackberrles, covers
most of Mr. Ford's 2,100 acres, .\1;.;.:.-s,r
white oak, basswood, a little hem.ock,
elm, white pine, linden, poplars, beech,

birch, cottonwoods along the streams,
willows and walnut give shadow to
chipmunks, honevsuckle, weasels, dog-
wood, woodchucks, asters, rats, vibur-
num, s#kunks and rhododendron, A
score of ponds have been poured into
as many ancient, morainal sink holes,
There are hills and glens and some
little streams, one of which has been

dignified with a
touge River,

and smell and
estate of Honry

name; It ig called the
There is plenty of color
music on the couniry

Ford of Dwetroit, but
it is the =smell of wild flowers and the
woeods and the flitting color spots of
unnumbered birds,

A thorough bird survey of his farm
was Mr, Ford's characteristic method of

launching his hobby in 1811, It was
made by the late Jefferson Dutler, soec.
retary of the Michigan Audubon So-
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ciety, who was an authority on Michi-
gan’'s wild birds. Its result was the

finding of 106 different varieties of
birds nesting in the Ford farm,
Acting on Mr. Butler'® suggestions

Mr, Ford began to equip his farm with
aover 500 bird boxes. Some of these were
small, plain boxes, S8ome were bored out
of logs, like woodpeckers' holes. Some

were elaborate colony houses for mars
tins, Many of the boxes were affixed
to poles by vertical fron rods so that
rats and red =quirrels should not be
able to disturb nest bullders.  Other
boxes were affixed to stumps and trees

A LITTLE PARADISE FOR BIRDS

- —

One of Ford's chickadees,

and hidden deeply under the thickets of
undergrowth, There are no caged birds
on Henry Ford's farm,

For the winter shelter of birds which
would otherwigse migrate rall and corn-
stalk shelters are bullt every fall, and
after each of them has housed hundreds
of birds through the winter they are
burned in the spring, These shelters

-

Woodthrush, -
Top—Nuthatcn at feeding station.

+  Centre—A homed lark, grown tame on Ford's farm.
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| until there are about six layers,

Hairy woodpecker.

Henry Ford Will Spend His Life Viij

His Birds on

He Was Born

are made by laying on the ground three
split ralls about three feet apart. Upon
these other ralls are placed crosswise

Other structures of split rails are
made until end to end a length of some
thirty feet has been attained. Around
and on top of the rails clean cornstalks
are placed untll the rail layers are cov-
ered with a thick, warm blanket, which
i« Impervious to water, but through
which the birds soon learn to wriggle
their way., Food and water are placed
inside these shelters, and robins, larks
and nuthatches are thereby dissuaded
from their winter migrations.

Where the undergrowth has become
thin the tops of wild bushes are often
tied together to form a more adequate
shelter. The autumn fall of leaves is
left inviolate on the ground, both as a
shelter and a means of giving a warn-
Ing rustle at the approach of an enemy,
Plg roots of fallen trees, nest boxes,
the thick underbrush and the feeding
stations also afford winter protection.

There are fifteen of these feeding sta-
tiong, All of them are equipped with
trays arranged so that the birds can
eat In eomfort and the food at the same
time willl be protected from rain and

snow. . For very shy birds food is
thrown on the ground and under the|
feeding stations,
Around the feeding statlons every|
morning In winter the hot flapjacks and
stale doughnuts are hung up on trees|
and shrubs and thelr appearance starta |l
a bird riot, Hundredg of noisy, hungry |
hirds quickly tear them to ¢rumbs ;ll)'!!
the clamor frequently ends In a free for
all fleht between a score of bluejays
and a hundred chickadees and zrackles
o trees near by small cages made of
finely meshed wire fenclng have been
atlixed and they are kept filled durine|
the winter with =uet, which In a hird's
gastronomy takes the place of worms. |
During the farm’'s first winter—1911-

12=200 pounds of suct wag consumed
in these small caves, Woamlpeckers,
nuthatches and chickadees were quiek
to learn jts value, and the hluejays
would carry it away In chunks if the
wire cages dld not prevent,

Tepld water is supplied throazhout
the winter by an electrie heater which

Farm Where

has been instalied deep In

along the Rouge River., Here ¢
trough scores of birds bath.

slde by side, showering c.ac!

warm snow water., Foodopes oo
will tell you of a solitary =~ a
which persisted throughout

of January in bathing amd

the Rouge River,

Besides these provistons f |
shelter throughout the wint.y .
food I8 supplied
crops which are allowed t
the birds, In the open places
of sunflowers which hardly
ripen before the nuthat
finches and the warhlors |
out the blg sceds, For
patches of buckwheat ars
thousand fruit bearing
planted durlng the summ.

hy he '

the birds. And this in add:
Insects and larvie which
In abundance for the foa

who live on Ford's farm.
Henry Ford's bird farm
completed its third winta
come the home of evepry
which is natlve to Mich.c
has  Twen  the  means
from extermination M
chickens, quail and .
dreds of the hirds hav,

{ and a few are absolutely £,

of nests can be found
but not one of them =
harmed. In a strip of 2
feet close to his new
Ford recently found 1w,
of fifteen varieties of I
RBo Mr. Ford has sold

in Detrolt and gone ook
where each mornine
wagon unloads its round
and its basket of swale o
hot fMapjacks, During
Mr. Ford has taken an

terest in the passage of
birds, At present
the enactment of a treaty
for the further protection

he s

And If you were to ash
himself about it he wo
that he is back on the
rest of his life—baclk w
smoke curls up throu

back with the hirds

Pigeon shelter.




